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information, and explain this 
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In the GCSE English Language exam, you are expected to 

both read and write different kinds of non-fiction. This unit focuses on the reading 
section of the paper, which asks you to read and respond to texts in certain ways. 
You are asked… 
 

1. To retrieve information and explain it to show you’ve fully 

understood a text (usually a newspaper article) 

2. To analyse a text’s presentational features, such as headlines and images, 

and link them to  the text (again – usually a newspaper article) 

3. To infer meanings, ideas, thoughts, feelings etc. from a text – to ‘read 

between the lines’ (usually a descriptive piece) 

4. To compare the use of language in two non-fiction texts. 

We are going to work this week on retrieving information from a text and explaining it. 
You need to show you can do this in your own words, using short quotes to support 
your answer. Essentially, you need to show you’ve fully understood a short piece of 
writing. 



I read the bus 
timetable – 

that’s about it. 

I read BBC Sport on 
my phone to check 
the football results. 

I read autobiographies 
of successful people. 

They inspire me! 

I read travel writing. 
It helps me imagine 

places far away.  

Readers of non-fiction… 

Which of these readers read purely to ‘retrieve’ information? 
How do you know? 



Rescue crews are working to save the life of a whale which has 
become stranded on a beach. 
 
The three-metre (10ft) pilot whale was reported to have washed 
ashore at Castle beach in Falmouth, Cornwall, shortly after midday 
on Monday. 
 
The whale is said to be in a good condition, with members of the 
coastguard and the British Divers Marine Life Rescue team helping 
to pour water over it. 
 
A spokesman for the Maritime and Coastguard Agency said: "We 
had reports of the beached whale around 12.16pm. 
 
"Teams are working to keep it saturated at the moment, keeping it 
covered in water and keeping it moist. 
 
"The plan is for it to be returned to the sea on the next tide.“ 
 
A 100-metre cordon has been put in place to keep members of the 
public away from the scene. 
 

Rescuers work to save beached whale in Cornwall 
 
Coastguard says teams are keeping pilot whale wet and will try to 
return it to sea after it washed ashore in Falmouth 

 

You have 2 
MINUTES  
to read this 
article.  

Now the text is 
covered,  
summarise the 
‘gist’ of the 
article in 4-5 
bullet points.  

IN PAIRS 



Rescuers work to save beached whale in Cornwall 

1. 
2.
3.
4.
5. 



1. 

2.

3.

4.

5. 

Tip: The pictures 
in this article will 
help your 
understanding! 

Question: What do you learn from the Guardian article 
about bluebells in British woodlands? 

IN PAIRS 



Retrieval question – Mark scheme (8 marks max.) 

Band 4: ‘perceptive, detailed’ (7 – 8 marks) 
•offers evidence that the article is fully understood 
•shows a detailed engagement with the text 
•makes perceptive connections and comments about people, 
places and events 
•offers appropriate quotations or references to support 
understanding 
  
Band 3: ‘clear, relevant’ (5-6 marks) 
•shows clear evidence that the text is understood 
•shows clear engagement with the text 
•may interpret the text and make connections between people, 
places and events 
•offers relevant quotations or references to support 
understanding 



Band 4: ‘perceptive, detailed’ 

People desperate for the arrival of spring may have to wait another few weeks for 
one of the key signs of the season – bluebell blooming. 
 
The cold weather means the bluebells normally carpeting woodlands at this time of 
year are weeks late… 

“ 

” Firstly, we learn that bluebells, which are a “key sign” 
of spring, are not blooming – appearing - in Britain, 
because of unusually cold weather. The article tells us 
that people “desperate for the arrival” of the new season 
are having to wait because the flowers have failed to 
show. Readers are made aware that this is unusual, as 
the article states that usually at this time of year, 
bluebells are “carpeting” British forests.  



USEFUL WORDS & PHRASES 

Connective The text / 
article… 

The reader… 
(or ‘we’…) 

Firstly 
Secondly 
Thirdly 

As well as this 
Furthermore 

Moreover 
Finally 
Lastly 

Argues 
Describes 

Emphasises 
Explains 

Highlights 
Informs 
Raises 

Refers to 
Reveals 
Shows 
Tells 

Is / are made aware 
Is / are informed 

Is / are told 
 

Learns  
Discovers 
Realises 


